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Bahá’u’lláh
Gleanings, LXXIV

Every word 

that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of God is 

endowed with such potency 

as can instil new life into every 

human frame... Through the mere 

revelation of the word “Fashioner,” 

issuing forth from His lips and pro-

claiming His attribute to mankind, 

such power is released as can gen-

erate, through successive ages, all 

the manifold arts which the hands 

of man can produce... All the 

wondrous achievements ye 

now witness are the direct 

consequences of the 

Revelation of this 

Name.



We have made it lawful for you to 
listen to music and singing.  Take 
heed, however, lest listening thereto 
should cause you to overstep the 
bounds of propriety and dignity.  
Let your joy be the joy born of My 
Most Great Name, a Name that 
bringeth rapture to the heart, and 
filleth with ecstasy the minds of all 
who have drawn nigh unto God.  We, 
verily, have made music as a ladder 
for your souls, a means whereby 
they may be lifted up unto the realm 
on high; make it not, therefore, as 
wings to self and passion.

Bahá’u’lláh
The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, ¶ 51



They who recite the verses of the All-
Merciful in the most melodious of 
tones will perceive in them that with 
which the sovereignty of earth and 
heaven can never be compared.  
From them they will inhale the 
divine fragrance of My worlds — 
worlds which today none can discern 
save those who have been endowed 
with vision through this sublime, this 
beauteous Revelation.  Say: These 
verses draw hearts that are pure 
unto those spiritual worlds that can 
neither be expressed in words nor 
intimated by allusion.  Blessed be 
those who hearken.

Bahá’u’lláh
The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, ¶ 116



Bahá’u’lláh
The Hidden Words, Persian 72

O My Servant!

Thou art even as a finely 
tempered sword concealed 
in the darkness of its sheath 
and its value hidden from the 
artificer’s knowledge. Where-
fore come forth from the 
sheath of self and desire that 
thy worth may be made 
resplendent and manifest 
unto all the world.



The soul that hath remained 
faithful to the Cause of God, and 
stood unwaveringly firm in His 
Path shall, after his ascension, be 
possessed of such power that all 
the worlds which the Almighty 
hath created can benefit through 
him. Such a soul provideth, at the 
bidding of the Ideal King and 
Divine Educator, the pure leaven 
that leaveneth the world of being, 
and furnisheth the power through 
which the arts and wonders of the 
world are made manifest.

Bahá’u’lláh
Gleanings LXXXII



O Son of Spirit!
I created thee rich, why dost 
thou bring thyself down to 
poverty? Noble I made thee, 
wherewith dost thou abase 
thyself? Out of the essence of 
knowledge I gave thee being, 
why seekest thou enlightenment 
from anyone beside Me? Out of 
the clay of love I molded thee, 
how dost thou busy thyself with 
another? Turn thy sight unto 
thyself, that thou mayest find 
Me standing within thee, mighty, 
powerful and self-subsisting.

Bahá’u’lláh
The Hidden Words, Arabic 13



Whoever possesseth power over anything 
must elevate it to its uttermost perfection 
that it not be deprived of  its own paradise. 
For example, the paradise of  a sheet of  paper 
on which a few excellent lines are inscribed is 
that it be refined with patterns of  gold illu-
mination, adornment, and excellence that 
are customary for the most exalted parch-
ment scrolls. Then the possessor of  that 
paper hath elevated it to its utmost degree 
of  glory.

Should he know of  a higher degree of  
refinement and fail to manifest it upon that 
paper, he would deprive it of  its paradise, 
and he would be held accountable, for why 
hast thou, despite the possession of  the 
means, withheld the effusion of  grace 
and favour? – The Báb

     Persian Bayan, 4:11



All Art is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit. When this 
light shines through the 
mind of a musician, it 
manifests itself in beau-
tiful harmonies. Again, 
shining through the mind 
of a poet, it is seen in 
fine poetry and poetic 
prose. When the Light of 
the Sun of Truth inspires 
the mind of a painter, he 
produces marvellous pic-
tures. These gifts are 
fulfilling their highest 
purpose, when showing 
forth the praise of God.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá



It is natural for the heart and 
spirit to take pleasure and 
enjoyment in all things that 
show forth symmetry, harmony, 
and perfection. For instance: a 
beautiful house, a well designed 
garden, a symmetrical line, a 
graceful motion, a well written 
book, pleasing garments—in 
fact, all things that have in 
themselves grace or beauty are 
pleasing to the heart and spirit.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá



‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ

THE STAGE
WILL BE THE PULPIT

OF THE FUTURE



‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

I  rej o i c e  to  hear  that  thou 
takest  pa i ns  with thine 
a rt ,  for  i n  this  wonderful 
n ew a ge,  a rt  is  worship. 
The  m o r e thou strivest  to 
p erfe c t  i t ,  the  closer  wilt 
thou com e to  God.  What 
b es towa l  c ould be  greater 
than  thi s ,  that  one’s  art 
s h ou ld  be  even as  the act 
of  wo rshipping the Lord? 



O God! Make me a 
hollow reed from 
which the pith of self 
hath been blown, that 
I may become a clear 
channel through which 
Thy love may flow to 
others.

Attributed to
‘Abdu’l‐Bahá


